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1. Statement of purpose and goals 

The purpose of my project is to examine the relationship between media, children and violence 

in real life.  I will attempt to prove two hypotheses: (1) the media reflects and exaggerates real 

life violence, and (2) that children reflect the violence by imitating their heroes but watching 

violent television does not have a significant effect on their development. 

2. A description of the subject matter 

My subject matter will include an examination and explanation of various studies on the effect 

of media violence on children from the past 8-10 years.  Where applicable, I will discuss the 

significance of studies from the 1960s and whether the results are still valuable today. 

3. Explanation of relevance to interests or major area of study 

 

This topic is relevant to both my personal interests and my major.  As a communications major, 

we are constantly looking at the way media portrayal affects our concepts of masculinity and 

femininity, as well as the way our overly violent media desensitizes us to real-life violence.  I am 

interested in the relationship between media violence and real-world violence, but also 

fascinated with the way this could be affecting our children. 

 

4. Description of proposed research methodology 

 

I will do secondary research to see what effect media violence has on its viewers, focusing 

specifically on the way it affects children.  Using other communications resources, I will locate 

studies on the amount of violent programming to see if the amount of violence has increased 

since 1960.  I will also try to determine whether the media reflects real-life violence or if media 

violence causes real-world violence.  To help determine whether children are more aggressive 

today, I will interview grade and high school  teachers who have been teaching for over 10 years 

and whose students have been made up of family members (i.e.: older and younger siblings, 

cousins, etc). 
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6. Form and length of final paper 

 

My final project will consist of a 20-25 page paper using the APA style.  The paper will include 

my research questions, methods and findings, as well as the evidence with which I came to my 

conclusions. I will also include any changes in my personal beliefs that occurred because of my 

research. 

 

7. Meetings 

 

I will meet with Dr. Zang a minimum of once every other week for the duration of my project, 

though we can arrange for more meetings if necessary.  If we are unable to meet, I will send an 

e-mail to Dr. Zang with the information we would have discussed. 


